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The 3rd Azerbaijan International Defence Exhibition ADEX 2018 was held at Baku Expo Center in the capital

of Azerbaijan from the 25th to the 27th of September. This large-scale event enjoys the status of a major
regional exposition of weapons and military equipment; ADEX 2018 is a grand display of modern weaponry

and equipment, where the force and power of Azerbaijan’s military and industrial complex is showcased.

The initiator of the exhibition is the Ministry of Defence Industry of the Republic of Azerbaijan, and the
exhibition is also supported by the Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Azerbaijan. The exhibition will be
organised by Caspian Event Organisers, CEO.

The press conference dedicated to the opening of the ADEX 201 and was attended by Mr. Yakhya Musayev

– Deputy Minister of Defence Industry of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Mr. Ramzi Shukurov -Head of Military-

Technical Cooperation Department, Mr. Farrukh Vezirov - Counselor to the General Director of the
Production Association "Şərq", Mr. Edward Strachan - CEO and Mr. Orkhan Ahmedov - Project Manager. 50

media representatives attended the press-conference from AzTV, ATV, ARB TV, ITV, Lider TV, Xezer TV,
Azertag, AzeriDefence, Interfax, SalamNews, Trend, SIA, 1news, Ria and others.

The President of Azerbaijan, Mr. Ilham Aliyev, attended the exhibition and visited the stands and open area
of ADEX 2018, where he talked with leaders of modern enterprises of the military-technical complex.

The opening ceremony attended by Assistant to the President for Work with Law Enforcement Bodies and
Military Issues Mr. Fuad Aleskerov, Deputy Minister of Defence Industry of Azerbaijan Mr. Yahya Musayev

and Mr. Edward Strachan, CEO. Mr. Fuad Aleskerov read the greeting of the President of Azerbaijan Ilham
Aliyev to the participants and guests of the Azerbaijan International Defence Exhibition, ADEX. Mr. Musayev

thanked participants and organisers of the exhibition for the worthy contribution to the development of
Azerbaijan's defence potential.

This year, 224 companies from 29 countries took part in the ADEX. The exhibition features 11 national

stands from Azerbaijan, China, France, Iran, Israel, Russia, Serbia, Turkey, the Republic of Belarus, Ukraine,
Pakistan, and representing leading companies from these countries. Many countries had expanded the area

of their national expositions; the top four with the largest number of companies represented were Turkey

(41 companies), Russia (25 companies), Israel (14 companies) and Belarus (10 companies). In total,
companies and delegations took part at the exhibition from 44 countries. The registration sponsor of the
ADEX 2018 exhibition was the Secretariat of the Defence Industry of Turkey.

The Ministry of Defence Industry and its related structures and plants, and ANAMA, actively participate at

the exhibition. Here, the industry professionals were able to get acquainted with the new products of

Azerbaijan’s defence complex and witness both the current and growing capabilities of the Armed Forces

of Azerbaijan. Moreover, this year’s newcomers from Azerbaijan were the Ministry of Transport,

Communications and High Technologies of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Caspian Shipbuilding Company, the

science and technology company Vitta, High Tech Park (ANAS), Service Centre for Armament and Military
Equipment of Air Defence.
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The media also showed great interest in the exhibition. Information support for the exhibition was
provided by over 62 leading international and local specialised media from 18 countries - magazines,

websites, and news agencies. In total, more than 100 media representatives were accredited at the
exhibition. The general information partner of the exhibition was IHS Jane's Defence Weekly (UK), and the

Official Online Show Daily and Web TV of the exhibition was Army Recognition (Belgium), while the official

Media partner was the Azeri Defence magazine (Azerbaijan).

The exhibition, occupying three halls of the Baku Expo Center as well as open spaces, was 10% larger this
year. Thus, ADEX 2018 represented the following sectors: Air Defence (AD) and Missile Defence (MD)
Systems; Military Shipbuilding; Development and Upgrade of Weapons Systems; Military Research; UAV

Systems; Robotic Systems; Small Arms, Ammunition and Accoutrements; Demilitarization Systems; Missile

and Artillery Rounds; MLRS; Electro-optical and Laser Technology; Armoured Vehicles; Submarines; Cybersecurity of Naval Forces; EW & C4ISR Systems; Machinery and Equipment of Railway Troops; Technology and

Equipment for Manufacture, Maintenance and Disposal of Weapons, and many more. Such well-known

companies as Aselsan, CETC, Damen, MBDA, Norinco, IAI, Roketsan, Rosoboron Export, Thales and others
participated with demonstrations of military equipment. Alongside the other sectors, this year’s exhibition
widely featured the military aviation industry sector where famous corporations such as MIG, TUSAS,

Leonardo, United Aircraft Corporation (UAC), Motor Sich, Russian Helicopters and Aeronautics Group
participated.

Companies from around the world occupied a separate open exhibition area deserving special attention.
The outdoor area was host a static exposition of weapons, military and special equipment, logistics, as well
as a variety of products required for daily activities of the army and the day-to-day life of their personnel.

34 high-level official delegations from 23 countries of the world visited the event, which was more than at

previous exhibition. Among the countries sending delegations to the ADEX exhibition for the first time

were Egypt, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan. As part of the exhibition, was hold negotiations between the

heads of foreign delegations and representatives of Azerbaijani departments and entities, where the

prospects of bilateral military-technical cooperation was discussed. The immense interest shown in ADEX

on the part of international delegations and companies once again confirms the high status and importance

of Azerbaijan as an important strategic partner. As is tradition, the business program of ADEX 2018 was
rich in thematic events with informative and eye-catching content; these events included presentations in
the field of innovative research, developments and technology in the field of national defence and security.

More than half of the exhibitors had expressed that they planned to use the exhibition to present new

products. The exhibition became an active demonstration platform for armament, military transport of local
and foreign production, new technologies, materials and the achievements of other branches of science
and industry, to foment their introduction into production at enterprises of the defence-industry complex.

Among these innovations were the Ukrainian automated fire control system for artillery batteries ArtOS;

IHTAR Anti-Drone System (ASELSAN), the tactical interaction simulator (Zen TacSim), VITTA unmanned

aerial vehicles; a range of products from Arsenal; Corvette sea vehicles from Dearsan; rockets and missile
complexes from Roketsan; simulators and training games from Simsoft; vehicles from Yugoimport; the

7,62x51mm machine gun Arsenal MG-M2 (Arsenal); military uniforms and accessories from Trud;

camouflage clothing from Baku Weaving Factory; the "National Boat" concept from SSBC Ltd; and much

more.

A programme of additional events had been arranged for the exhibition, including B2B meetings between

representatives of manufacturing companies and customers on the second day.
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This year all of Azerbaijan solemnly celebrated the glorious date in its history - the 100th

anniversary of

the formation of the Azerbaijan Democratic Republic and the 100th anniversary of the creation of the Armed

Forces of Azerbaijan. The participation of Museum of Military History and the National Museum of the
History of Azerbaijan had made the exhibition even more spectacular; they both exhibit unique expositions
of weapons and uniforms, which were dedicated to these landmark occasions in the history of Azerbaijan.

The programme also included a performance of the military orchestra of the Armed Forces of Azerbaijan, a
demonstration of a unique method of gunpowder drawing by Burhan Imranoglu, and an art exhibition of

paintings by children of the Dirchelish Youth Socio-psychological Rehabilitation Centre. The content and
richness of the programme of additional events were designed to reinforce the spirit of patriotism in our
society and to elevate the prestige of military service, especially among our youth.

The visitors, which total for 3 days of the exhibition was 8494 person, expressed positive impressions and
evaluated the organization of the event at the highest level.

The ADEX exhibition provided an opportunity for industry professionals to get acquainted with modern
defence technologies and samples in a variety of MIC industries, and catch up on the latest developments

of military equipment that are being offered for export on the world’s arms markets. ADEX was an excellent

platform to demonstrate the latest weapons and to finalize new agreements in the field of international
military-technical cooperation.

References
Dmitriy Zhidkov, Deputy General Director of Shvabe Holding (Russia)

“We participate in all ADEX exhibitions, and in general, the state corporation Rostekh has long-standing

close ties with Azerbaijan; part of our products were delivered to the country within the framework of
military purchases carried out by Azerbaijan until 2018 from the Russian Federation. Within the framework

of this exhibition, numerous negotiations are envisaged, as well as the signing of a contract with the
Azerbaijani side. In Baku, we will meet with companies from other countries, as well as Russian partners”.
Kamil Guliyev, General Director of VITTA Scientific-Technical

“The main goal of our participation in ADEX 2018 is to demonstrate innovative developments in the field of

unmanned aerial vehicles, technological advances in the field of modernization of combat aviation and the

protection of aviation from missile attacks. We believe that the ADEX exhibition allows the advancement of

world achievements in the field of military equipment in Azerbaijan”.
Volodymyr Iakymets, Portugal

“I learned about the ADEX 2018 exhibition and went through the registration via the Internet. Alongside my

professional interest, there was also a purely amateur interest to visit the exhibition. I wanted to get

acquainted with the Azerbaijani structure of the military-industrial complex, learn about new products, and

of course, establish certain contacts. Since I am an aviator myself, I am interested in aviation subjects. I

would like to see more stands of this sphere at subsequent exhibitions. I want to note the good
organisation of the exhibition, international cooperation. The participation of representatives from Turkey,
Pakistan, Russia and Ukraine is also very encouraging”.
#ADEX
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